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the workmen. Some of the newspapers, Novoye Fremya
included, took up the phrase and began to make sport of it.
On the other hand, the labour leaders, touched to the quick
by the influence my dispatch exerted upon the workers, grew
furious. Nevertheless, the strike proved a failure, the
workmen ceased to obey the Soviet and their leaders, and,
therefore, on the 5th of November the Soviet decided to
call off the strike. Generally speaking, the strikes were
over by November yth, and the Emperor wrote to me on
that same day: "I am glad that this senseless railroad
strike is oven This is a great moral triumph for the
Government."
On November I3th, the Soviet again considered the
proposition of declaring a general strike. The plan was
rejected, and the Soviet was also constrained "temporarily"
to discontinue the forceful introduction of the eight-hour
workday. From that time on the authority of the Soviet
began rapidly to decline and its organization to decay. It
was then that I found it opportune to have Nosar arrested.
The arrest was made on November 26th. Thereupon the
Soviet elected a presidium of three to replace Nosar. This
presidium held secret sessions, while the body of the Soviet
did not meet at all. I had intended to have Nosar arrested
at an earlier date, but Litvinoff-Falinski, now in charge of
one of the departments of the Chief Management of Com-
merce and Industry, persuaded me to refrain from so doing.
He argued that it was necessary to postpone the arrest till
the workmen would welcome it, that is, until Nosar and the
Soviet would have lost all prestige. In this fashion we
would avoid an unnecessary clash with the workmen, a clash
which might prove bloody. This was judicious advice.
After Nosar was taken, I ordered the arrest of the whole
Soviet, which order Durnovo carried out on December 3rd.
Durnovo feared that the members would disperse and escape
if he started arresting them separately. He therefore